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BOOK REVIEWS
Conservation of Natural Resources
By
GUY HAROLD SMITH, Editor
New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1971.
Pp. 685, price unknown.

Twenty five essays by established scholars cover a range of topics
on conservation and natural resources, and contain a virtual storehouse of general, factual and detailed material with ample maps,
graphs, tables, illustrations and references on the uses, supplies and
problems of natural resources. In light of the current environmental
concerns, however, one might question the approach and orientation
of the book toward economic geography and biology with little attention given to analysis of the total man/environment relationships
which modem imperatives call for. The impression of the reviewer is
that this series of essays has not incorporated much of the environmental dimension into its contents, but has generally followed the
old conservation path along descriptive lines.
The essays are divided into eight categories covering general conservation, public domain, atmosphere, soil, water, forests, grasslands,
wildlife, fisheries, recreation, man and planning. Pollution, among
other problems, is touched on in many of the above areas. Current
environmental and natural resources problems are somewhat played
down; for example, the essay on the atmosphere does not contain a
reference to the SST and its possible effects; the essay on wildlife
does not appear to give adequate treatment or emphasis to harmful
effects of pesticides, herbicides and other chemical poisons on
wildlife.
The essay by Lowry B. Karnes on "Reclamation of Wet and Overflow Lands," brings some good conservation considerations into a
controversial area. His general conclusion was that wetland drainage
should be carefully weighed in terms of economic costs and benefits,
other values, including wildlife, and long-term effects of drained
lands. Yet, Karnes reflects the old view of conservation thinking
when he indicates ".

.

. effective conservation practices are absolutely

essential if we are to be able to maintain an everrising standard of
living for an ever increasing number of people," i.e., emphasis placed
on economics and techniques, and away from people and values. It is
here, perhaps, in the direction of emphasis, that these essays fall just
short of the stated purpose of the book (fourth edition) "... to
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bring to the reader,.., the challenge of the 1970's," even though
they contain a wealth of general information on natural resources.
DANIEL HENNINGt
Foreign Investment in the Petroleum and Mineral

Industries. Case Studies of Investor-Host Country
Relations
By
RAYMOND MIKESELL, et al.
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press for Resources for
the Future, Inc., 1971.
Pp. 459, $15.00.
A substantial portion of the world's deposits of petroleum and
minerals are located in the less developed countries (LDC) of the
world. These deposits can be of tremendous importance to the economic development of these countries, but at best they create certain
problems. LDCs require foreign capital, management, and technical
skills to get production underway. Too often the foreign companies
were able to exploit the resources in such a way as to maximize their
own short term gains without regard to development of the country.
In recent decades, however, the LDCs have become much more
sophisticated in the matter; even the least developed countries receive technical advice from international agencies or other expert
sources. Where there is even a semblance of democracy, politicians
quickly seize upon "foreign domination and exploitation" as vote
getting techniques. The result has been a sharp reduction in exploitation. But it has brought the LDCs up against the dilemma of how to
obtain necessary foreign capital, management skills, and markets and
at the same time maximize the gains for the country.
Theoretically it is not difficult to define the returns that should be
allowed the foreign firms for attainment of the desired goals, but in
practice it is often very difficult to ascertain precisely what the
amounts are. Especially in countries somewhat above the lowest
levels of development, there is great danger that the demands for
ending foreign exploitation will force the government, even if well
intentioned, to squeeze the foreign firms too much. Some governments have blindly sought to back the foreign firms to the wall in
retribution for past ills, to the detriment of development; others have
sought intelligently and scientifically to get the maximum gain for
tAssociate Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Eastern Montana College.

